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Sharps Safety

The Exposure Control Plan
as outlined by OSHA, must
reflect changes in safety

technologies and must document the evalu-
ation of new safety products. One of the most 

difficult tasks facing infection control managers
is the ability of locating relevant sharps safety

products. Because of this difficulty many healthcare
facilities are not in compliance with the requirements of
reviewing safety technologies, primarily because of the
perceived difficulty of gathering product information.

So, in answer to the question, “Where do I find
safety products,” this month will provide the fourth and
last installment of this four-part series exploring the
number of safety products that are currently available.
The list contains a product category and category 
description, followed by a list of safety products
including company name and a Web site where more
information can be obtained. In this final installment 
of a four-part series, safety products in categories 
T through Z are presented. 

Temporary Sharps Containers
At times it is difficult to have a sharps container

right next to where a medical procedure is being
performed. A temporary sharps container is one that
contains sharp needle points during the course of a
procedure. The temporary sharps container is then
transported to a sharps container to be destroyed.
 DisGard; SafeGard Medical, www. safegardmed-

ical.com.
 Disposable Needle Guard, Transportable Sharps

Container; Health Care Logistics Inc., www.
healthcarelogistics.com.

 Needle Recapper/Exchanger - 4-UP; Purple Surgical,
www. purplesurgical.com. 
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The Turkelª Safety System includes safety components 
in a thoracentesis tray.

 Point-Lok®; Smiths Medical, www.smiths-medical.com.
 Scalpel Holder; Aspen Surgical, www.aspensurgical.com/ 

category/or-disposables/scalpel-holder/. 
 SharpStop™ Needle Box; DeRoyal, www.deroyal.com.
 ShortStop® Temporary Sharps Holder, Backstop Temporary

Sharps Container, MiniStop StickIt Medical Sharps Container;
Spirit MD Medical Devices, www. spritmd.com. 

 Temporary Sharps Container; Merit Medical, www.merit.com.
 Syringe Transfer Cup Safely contains syringe needles, Saf-T Stop

Temporary Sharps Holder; Xodus Medical, www.xodus.com.

Thoracentesis Trays with Safety Components
Thoracentesis, sometimes known as a pleural tap is an invasive

procedure to remove fluid or air from the pleural space for diagnostic
or therapeutic purposes. A local anesthetic is inserted into the 
injection site. A hollow needle is carefully introduced into the thorax
where fluid or air is removed. There are thoracentesis trays that
feature safety components to minimize the sharps injuries and blood-
borne pathogen exposure.



 ARGYLE™ TURKEL™ Safety Fluid Drainage System
Procedure Trays with Safety Components, ARGYLE™
TURKEL™ Safety Thoracentesis System, CURITY™
Thoracentesis Tray with Safety Components; Covidien,
www.kendallcriticalcare.com/criticalcare. 

 The Safe-T-Centesis™ Drainage System; Cardinal Health,
www.cardinal.com. 

Tissue Grinding Systems
Disposable Tissue Grinder Systems provide a disposable

system that requires no clean-up or sterilization required after
grinding and contains any aerosolization created during grinding.
 PRECISION™ Disposable Tissue Grinder Systems;

Covidien,  www.kendallsharpsafety.com/sharpsafety. 

Topical Anesthetic Device
Topical anesthetic devices provide a local analgesia that

numbs the skin prior to the administration of superficial
dermatological procedures such as venipuncture (drawing
blood with a needle from a vein usually in the forearm), 
intravenous cannulation (administration of fluids and/or
medications), and laser ablation (high power laser pulses) of
superficial skin lesions. Some of the topical anesthetic devices
use an active transdermal delivery technology known as
iontophoresis, which administers medications through the skin
via a mild electric current. This allows for the administration
of medication including anesthetics through the skin.
 LidoSite Topical System; B. Braun, www.bbraun.com.

The LidoSite Topical System from B Braun numbs 
the skin prior to the administration of superficial 
dermatological procedures.

Tourniquet, Latex-free
Using a latex-free tourniquet on only one patient followed

by its disposal reduces the spread of nosocomial infection. It can
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also reduce the risk of cross-contamination between patients and
healthcare workers, and help your organization’s compliance with
OSHA’s Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.
 BD Vacutainer® Stretch Latex-Free Tourniquet; BD,

www.bd.com.
 Colorful Latex-free Tourniquet; Marketlab, www.

marketlab.com.

Transfer Fluid Devices
It is often necessary to transfer fluids from one container

to another to dilute, reconstitute or add drugs.
 EZ Wing Vial Access Plastic Cannula; Inviro Medical,

www.inviromedical.com.
 FDC 1000 with Luer-lock connections on both ends,

Transofix® bag set port transfer product, Ecoflac® Mix
Vial Adapter, MAT 4100 Multiple same-volume fluid
transfers, MAC 1001 Multiple same-volume fluid transfers;
B Braun, www.bbraunusa.com.

 MixJect™ (One-piece preparation of powder drugs to be
reconstituted by a diluent prefilled syringe), Mix2Vial™
(Dual-sided device that allows rapid transfer of the diluent
into vacuum powder vials), Vial2Bag™ needleless system
(reconstitution and transfer of a drug between a vial or
syringe and any solution-filled IV bag), Vial adapters
(transfer from vials); Needleless Transfer Device (rapid
transfer of diluent into vials), Clip’n’Ject® (reconstitution
of lyophilized injectable drug products in point-of-care
settings), Ampoule adapters (aspiration of diluent from 
a glass ampoule without the use of a needle); West
Pharmaceuticals, www.westpharma.com.

 MONOJECT™ ANGEL WING™ Multi-Sample Transfer
Sets-Female; Covidien, www.kendallsharpssafety.com.

 Rapid Fill™ connectors; Baxa, www.baxa.com.

Tuberculin Syringe
A Tuberculin syringe will only hold up to one ml. It is very

useful, and appropriate for measuring any amount equal to or
less than one ml.
 BD Integra™ Syringe, BD SafetyGlide™ Syringe for TB,

BD Safety-Lok™ Syringe, BD PrecisionGlide™ Needle;
BD, www.bd.com.

 InviroSNAP!® Safety TB Syringes; Inviro Medical, www.
inviromedical.com.

 MONOJECT™ TB Safety Syringe, Magellan TB Safety
Syringes; Covidien, www.kendallsharpsafety.com.

 Needle-Pro® Fixed Tuberculin; Smiths Medical, www.
smiths-medical.com.

 SurGuard™ Safety TB Syringe; Terumo, www. 
terumotmp.com.

 VanishPoint® Tuberculin Syringe; Retractable Technologies
Inc., www.vanishpoint.com.
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Tube Stopper Remover
When removing the stopper from blood and specimen

tubes it is not uncommon to aerosolize the sample or
receive a splash when the stopper comes out of the tube.
Stopper removers are designed to remove rubber stoppers
and reduce bloodborne pathogens exposure.
 SAF DE-CAP® Stopper Remover; Cardinal Health,

www.cardinal.com.

Tympanocentesis Speculum
Tympanocentesis is defined as the drainage of fluid

from the middle ear by using a small gauge needle to 
puncture the tympanic membrane or eardrum. Newer 
technologies provide a safe method for protecting both
patient and clinician from accidental needlestick injuries.
 CDT® Speculum (Channel DirectedTympanocentesis™

Speculum) for use as an otoscopic accessory for
tympanocentesis; Wall Precision Instruments LLC,
www.tympanocentesis.com.

Umbilical Catheter Tray 
with Safety Components

Umbilical catheters allow the continuous blood 
pressure monitoring of a neonate while maintaining the
ability to administering medications, volume expanders
and antibiotics. The use of safety components in a kit
protect both clinician and patient.
 General Procedure Catheterization Trays with safety

components; Utah Medical Products Inc., www.
Utahmed.com.

 Vygon Umbilical Procedure Tray with safety compo-
nents; Vygon USA, www.vygonusa.com.

Umbilical Line Draw
Umbilical line draw allows for blood sampling

directly from the umbilical cord or an arterial line.
 ITL DonorCare® Needle Guard for use with blood 

collection bag needles; ITL, www.itlcorporation.com.
 Portex® Umbilical Line Draw with Dry Lithium

Heparin; Smiths Medical, www.smiths-medical.com.

Urine Sampling and Collection
Sometimes it is necessary to obtain a urine sample from

a drainage bag. There are products that have needleless urine
sampling ports and only require a standard lower slip tip
syringe with no needle. In addition there are other products
that can obtain urine samples without involving a sharp.
 Bard® Urine Drain Bag with Bard® Safety-Flow™

Outlet Device; Bard Medical, www.bardmedical.com.
 Safeguard™ needleless urine sampling port; Covidien,

www.covidien.com.
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 Urine Monovette®; Sarstedt, www.sarstedt.com.
 Uri-Cath™ Set; Utah Medical Products Inc., www.Utahmed.com.
 VACUETTE® Urine System; Greiner Bio-One, www.gbo.com/

preanalytics.

Vascular Access Kits with Safety Components
Kits providing safety products that help minimize the risk of

sharps injuries associated with gaining vascular access.
 A*S*K Vascular Access Kits; Merit Medical, www.

meritmedi.com.

Vial Access Adapters
Vial access adapters provide needle-free multi-access to a drug vial.

 BD Posiflow Multi-dose vial adapter; BD, http://catalog.bd.com/
bdCat/viewProduct.doCustomer?productNumber=385308.

 Dispensing-Spike II Reconstitution Device; Medi-Dose Inc.,
www.medidose.com.

 ICU Medical Clave Connector Multidose Vial Adapter; ICU
Medical, www.icu.com.

 Interlink Vial Access; Baxter Healthcare, www.baxter.com.
 MaxV Needleless Vial Adapter; Medegen, www.medegen.com.
 Needleless Vial Access; Covidien, www.kendallsharpsafety.com.
 Safe-Fill Vial Adaptors; Medtec Medical, www. 

medtecmedical.com. 
 SmartSite® needle-free system; Cardinal Health, http://

www.cardinal.com/alaris/OEM/products/smartsite.
 Vial Access Adapter; Inviro Medical, www.inviromedical.com.
 Vial adapters, Vial to Bad adapter; West Pharmaceutical

Services, www.westreconstitution.com.
 Vial Luer Lock Adapters; Baxa Corporation, www.Baxa.com.

Winged Set for Blood Collection
Designed for safe access to the vasculature, safety winged sets for

blood collection allow for access to a patient’s vasculature while
protecting the clinician following removal from patient’s vein.
 BD Vacutainer Push Button Blood Collection Set, BD

Vacutainer Safety-Lok Blood Collection Set; BD, www.bd.com.
 K-Shield Winged Needle Blood Collection Set; Kawasumi

Laboratories America Inc., www.kawasumiamerica.com.
 Monoject Angel Wing Safety Blood Collection Set; Covidien,

www.kendallsharpsafety.com.
 Multifly Blood Collection; Sarstedt Inc., www.sarstedt.com.
 Punctur-Guard Winged Set for Blood Collection; Gaven

Medical, www.gavenmedical.com.
 Saf-T Wing Blood Collection; Smiths Medical, www.

smiths-medical.com.
 Safe Touch Safety Blood Collection Set; Nipro Medical

Corporation, www.nipro.com.
 Surshield Safety Winged Blood Collection Set, SurShield™

Safety Winged Blood Collection set; Terumo Medical
Corporation, www.terumotmp.com.



staple is used that has the rapid closure times associated with
metal skin staplers, while eliminating the need for metal staple
removal post-operatively.
 Insorb Subcuticular Skin Stapler; Incisive Surgical, www.

insorb.com/indexHome.html.

Wound Closure, Tape
Pressure-sensitive adhesive tapes have been used for

closing minor wounds or covering abrasions for a number of
years. In some instances, microporous or breathable, pressure-
sensitive tapes have been developed and are used to cover minor
wounds or wounds that have been partially healed. At times
such tapes have been used in conjunction with sutures to close
major wounds. In other cases the wound is initially closed with
sutures or staples which are removed a few days after surgery
and the wound is then supported or reinforced with surgical
tape. Such a practice allows drainage of the wound and very
often improves the cosmetic results of the surgery.
 3M™ Steri-Strip™ S Surgical Skin Closure, 3M™ Steri-

Strip™ Adhesive Skin Closures (reinforced); 3M, http://
solutions.3m.com.

 DermaSeal® Skin Closure Strips; Personna Medical, www.
asrco.com/medical. 

 Episeal® Wound Closure Strips; DeRoyal, www.deroyal.com. 

Wound Irrigation 
Wound irrigation has typically been accomplished with a

syringe and a hypodermic needle to generate the 8-12 psi fluid
stream that is recommended for cleaning out wounds. This 
standard method, unfortunately, also showers the clinician with
splashed irrigation fluid that is contaminated with the patient’s
blood. This presents an unacceptable exposure to mucocuta-
neous splashes and the potential of an accidental needlestick
from the hypodermic needle. New systems can quickly deliver
irrigation solutions that can adequately cleanse the wound
without the use of a needle.
 Canyons Wound Irrigation System; Allegro Medical, www.

allegromedical.com.
 Canyons™ Acute Care Wound Irrigation System; Wolfe

Tory Medical, www.wolfetory.co.
 Combiguard Ii® Irrigation Splash Guard; Ethox International,

www.Ethoxint.com.
 Igloo Wound Irrigator; Bionix, www.bionix.com.
 Irrimax Wound Irrigation System; Irrimax Corporation,

www.irrimax.com.
 Jetox™-ND, Jetox™ HDC Jet Lavage; DeRoyal, www.

deroyal.com.
 Splashcap; Evomd, http://Evomd.com.
 Steripod; Mölnlycke Health Care AB, www.molnlycke.com.
 Wound Irrigation Shield; Healthcare Logistics, www.

healthcarelogistics.com.

 Vacuette Safety Blood Collection Set; Greiner Bio-One,
www.gbo.com/preanalytics.

 VAKU-8 Plus Safety Blood Collection Set, Unolok Plus
Safety Winged Infusion Set; MYCO Medical Supplies
Inc., www.mycomedical.com.

Myco MedicalÕs VAKU-8 Plus Safety Blood Collection Sets 
incorporate an OSHA-compliant shielded needle that features
single-handed activation. The needle is shielded throughout
withdrawal, minimizing risk of needlesticks.

Winged Set for Infusion
Designed for safe access to the vasculature, safety

winged sets for infusion allow for access to a patient’s 
vasculature while protecting the clinician following removal
from patient’s vein.
 Angel Wing Safety Butterfly; Covidien, www. covidien.com.
 Saf T Ez Set Winged Infusion Set with Needle Shield;

BD, www.bd.com.
 Surshield™ Safety Winged Infusion Set; Terumo Medical,

www.terumotmp.com.
 Unolok Plus Safety Winged Infusion Set; Myco Medical

Supplies Inc., www.mycomedical.com.

Wound Closure, Glue
Cyanoacrylate tissue adhesive have been used for years

to form a strong bond across apposed wound edges, allowing
normal healing to occur below. It can be used to replace
sutures that are for incisional or laceration repair. This 
adhesive has been shown to save time during wound repair, 
to provide a flexible water-resistant protective coating and to
eliminate the need for suture removal.
 DERMABOND Topical Skin Adhesive; Ethicon, www.

ethicon.com.
 Indermil® Tissue Adhesive; Syneture, www.syneture.com.

Wound Closure, Other
After using metal skin staples to close an incision or

laceration the metal staples had to be removed post-
operatively creating accidental sharps injury opportunities.
New skin closure technologies exist where an absorbable skin

20 April 2009 MANAGING INFECTION CONTROL

Sharps Safety



21April 2009 MANAGING INFECTION CONTROL

 WinShield™; Westmed Inc., www.westmedinc.com.
 Zerowet® Supershield, Klenzalac Wound Irrigation

System; Zerowet Inc., www.zerowet.com.

Wound Irrigation Basin
It is important to capture blood and irrigating fluid when

cleansing a wound. Safety products are available that retain
fluid run-off so that it does not contaminate the healthcare
worker and others.
 FOILER™ Disposable Irrigation Basin; Alpha-Scientific,

www.alpha-scientific.com.
 Smart Basin™; Westmed Inc., www.westmedinc.com. ✛

Ron Stoker is the founder and executive director of the
International Sharps Injury Prevention Society (ISIPS) and is 
a frequent contributor to Managing Infection Control magazine.
He speaks frequently at national and international meetings 
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on sharps safety, hand hygiene and infection control issues. 
He is coauthor of the “Compendium of Infection Control
Technologies.” For more information on the Compendium, go to
www.medicalsafetybook.com. Mr. Stoker is providing a number 
of webinars focusing on a variety of sharps injury prevention
safety products. For more information on the webinars, go to
www.isips.org/seminars.html.

Author’s note: Even with months of preparation, this list is
incomplete but the author believes that it contains more safety
products and categories than has previously been assembled
together in one list. The intent is to include all safety products that
are currently available in the marketplace. The author is indebted
to those that have provided information on safety products. If you
are aware of safety products that have not been included in 
this list, please send an e-mail to info@isips.org. This list is 
copyrighted by ISIPS and may not be republished without the
expressed written consent of the author. Please contact the author
to add additional company and product names at info@isips.org.
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